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An Interview with Fr. Cyprian 
Prior Conventual of Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery
Conducted by Mr. Scott Jones, Director of Our Lady of Victory School, Post Falls, ID.   

Father, it has been 22 years since the inception of the Monastery. 
How did it begin, and what have been the underlying principles 
that led your community to its present state ?

Fr Prior : We began from nothing, after "crossing our Rubicon" so to speak, the 
point of no turning back, in order to remain faithful to the Church and to the 
true faith. We have always been led by an unfailing guiding light, which is the 
ecclesiastical vision of His Grace Archbishop Lefebvre.  A great churchman, great 
among the greats, a model to follow and to imitate, but especially to be understood. 
I base my following of this line of thinking on his teachings, through sermons and 
conferences that I have heard with my own ears, on his words of counsel directed 
to me personally, and on his writings which are the confirmation of these things. I 
add that there is only one way to put this guidance into practice today:  by following 
his providentially established succession, which is the present leadership of the 
Archbishop's most salutary work for the Church, the priestly Society of St. Pius X. 
We are now more firmly convinced of this line of action than ever before. 
The Archbishop encouraged me to continue as a Benedictine and a priest, personally 
ordained by him for love of the Church and its absolute defense, and to do the 
impossible to establish a little oasis of the true faith according to Tradition.
The Monastery wishes to be this little oasis where, without excuses, the Church is 
alive. Alive in tradition, in doctrine, alive in charity which informs the faith, alive in 
the worship of God as He wills to be worshipped according to His eternal dictates, 
according to Divine Revelation as expressed in the Sacred Liturgy. 
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Architectural rendering of completed expansion project.
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Q. What are the various
        projects which occupy the    
         community at present ?

In no small way, we intend to 
expand our present facilities. 
This is in order to keep up 
with the influx of recruits. The 
construction work is presently 
well underway. The Brothers 
are now working to double 
our capacity, while urgently 
asking our friends to come to 
our aid.  There are not enough 
rooms for all the monks, the 
Chapel is too small for both 
community and faithful, the Refectory as well.  We have outgrown this Monastery. 
The important work to facilitate and welcome growth is the focus of our attention, 
and, with the ever-increasing numbers of vocations, will be so for some time.

Ground-breaking by His Excellency Bishop de Galarreta.
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Q. There is talk of opening more monasteries in America, possibly here in Idaho. 
      Is it just a rumor ?

The rumor is true. We are considering possible sites to make at least one more 
foundation, which is the religious term for a new monastery. Many offers have been 
received and we are open to the idea. But first, we must consolidate our present 
monastery in New Mexico. Then, hopefully in the very near future, with the blessing 
of God, when we become an abbey and a motherhouse, we will send monks to other 
places in order to open more monasteries. 

Q. You mention the influx of recruits, are they all from America ?

They are mostly from America, and they are the good fruits of the families who 
attend the Traditional Latin Mass and who have made the great sacrifice to raise 
exceptional families in our exceptional times. The young men knocking at our door 
are excellent vocations.  Due to our dire circumstances, we have limited the number 
of entries this Fall until we have more room. We hope to be able to receive more 
candidates as our expansion work progresses.

Q. Word has it that the Abbey Roast coffee fund-raiser is off to a good start.

It seems that such a simple and universally appreciated means is quickly becoming a 
great help to our economic needs. The response has been overwhelming. 
Our goal is very simple: the purchase of a bag of coffee equals a stone in the new 
buildings. We are very grateful to our distributors such as yourself !

Q. Are there additional ways in which the faithful can help ?

We live on the prayers of our friends. This is the greatest help. We are also 
reorganizing our giftshop catalogue apostolate which should be ready for this 
coming Christmas. We look forward to continuing our reprinting collaboration 
with Our Lady of Victory School to make hardbound spiritual classics available, 
and to offer devotional items of favorite saints. Benedictine sacramentals remain 
the apostolic focus of the catalogue, along with traditional educational supports. 

Q. Are the retreats and boys' camps still a big part of the Monastery's apostolate ?

We gladly welcome men of all ages and small groups of boys throughout the year. 
The best we can offer them is to come and live among the monks for a week or two, 
participating fully or as much as they wish, in our Benedictine life. Thus, our life is 
our preaching. The same benefits we enjoy are available to retreatants, such as daily 
Mass and sacraments, active participation in the work of the monks, access to the 
library, and recreation, if the mountain trails are not too daunting!

Q. How would you summarize these last two decades of the Monastery's history ?

It has been a battle from day one. This is consistent with established historical 
tradition! We are truly nothing ... Monks are useless in the eyes of the modern world, 
a curiosity at best. The universal collapse of religious zeal and religious commitment 
are just a few of  the critical effects of the modern debacle. Modern society no longer 
supports the religious ideal as before. Why, then, would we want to go on ? 
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Because it is clearly the will of God that there be monks, religious consecrated to a 
life of divine praise, adorers in truth, living for nothing else. 
We have had to reaffirm our sense of mission on numerous occasions. Challenge has 
made us stronger and more united in our resolve to uphold the principles which 
have made the great saints and martyrs. The love of the Church and its divine nature 
and visible structure, the love of authority, the virtue of obedience, the virtue of 
perseverance; there have been little crosses to carry in these matters which are not 
minor things. Our eyes are directed to heaven, for only God can do what has been 
done at this Monastery — humanly speaking, it is not possible. We train our eyes 
to look to His Providence for our needs, knowing that He will provide the means 
for us to continue, as long as His Divine Will is our sole purpose. Our Heavenly 
Father has been very generous to this community, and our prayerful gratitude is 
the substance of our daily Mass and all eight hours of the Divine Office. In this we 
not only find the strength to continue, but also the joy to serve and to be born for 
this generation. It seems like a tall order in these difficult times, but comparatively 
speaking, our part is small and easy, "for the yoke is sweet and the burden light."  
God always takes the greater part, for it is His work, the Church is His, it is the 
true nature of glory to be for God alone. With unreserved confidence, I have given 
our community to Him in the Church's most beautifully worded consecrations in 
honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, St Joseph, St 
Benedict and on numerous other occasions, when it is time to pause in the midst 
of our labors and give everything that we are and everything that we have, to God. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is the mother of the Monastery family, if we are faithful 
according to the ideal of her fidelity, we will not fail, and with the grace of God 
helping us, we will never deviate or stray from our greater and permanent mission.                     

The enlarged monastery church with upper storeys added to the other existing buildings.



atholic family news Saints, Sinners, 
Scholars and Scoundrels Conference in 

Cleveland, invites Fr Prior to speak about 
the ongoing mission of our Holy Father 
Saint Benedict and to offer our popular 
Abbey Roast coffee to all the attendees.  

C
Spanish Colonial painting 
of St Joseph is solemnly blessed on 

his feast day. Through the outstandingly 
generous and gracious intervention of 
Caroline Awerkamp and her schoolchildren, 
the winnings from the St Mary's lottery 
provided the exact funds for its purchase. 

A

n the eve of St. Joseph's Feast 
two graduates of Notre Dame de La 

Salette Academy, John Underhill and Kevin 
Burns, receive the habit and the names Br 
Sebastian and Br Tarsicius respectively.   

O

tudents and teachers of Queen of 
the Holy Rosary Academy in St Louis 

receive the grace of a Mass and blessing of 
our newly ordained Fr Andrew.   

S tairway to the future  :  Phase One
 of the Monastery expansion is now 

completed. Stairs ascend to the second storey 
of cells and future phases of construction. 

S

ChroniclE

april

may
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orpus Christi - On this great feast 
day, happily coinciding with that of 

St Joan of Arc, we receive the vows of our 
Br Benedict from St Marys, KS. His family, 
including his cousin, Fr Riccomini, were 
present to celebrate this joyous event.

C

ogation Days preceding the 
Ascension of Our Lord. The many 

plantations and gardens surrounding the 
Monastery are solemnly blessed over three 
days in anticipation of a fruitful harvest.

R

aster Roaster, Bernie Digman of 
Milagro Coffee Shop, who has been 

patiently teaching and generously coaching 
us in the delicate art of roasting coffee, comes 
to oversee our operations at the Monastery's 
newly completed Abbey Roast facility. 

M
ransfiguration of Our Lord 
Brother Gregory pronounces his vows 

in the presence of his family from California.
T

everend Mr Thomas Duncan 
 life-long parishioner, the good fruit of 

an excellent family, newly ordained to the  
diaconate at St Thomas Aquinas Seminary, 
exercises his office at the Monastery. 

R

cône, Switzerland hosts the silver 
jubilee celebrations of the Episcopal 

Consecrations, attended by Fr Prior, Fr 
Elias and Fr Andrew. The following day 
they joined our brothers from Bellaigue 
to witness the ordination of Br Benedict.     

E
June

august



How to Help the Monastery
The growth of our monastic community, the construction work required for our 
present expansion and our ongoing apostolates depend entirely on charitable 
and goodwill donations.

Please send your donation in U.S. Funds:

Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery
142 Joseph Blane Road    

Silver City,  New Mexico 88061

All donations are tax-deductible

www.ourladyofguadalupemonastery.com                      ologmonastery@gmail.com


